By Manon Stephan
McDoweli County

On July 1, early nsers in Morganton and Hick-
ory were opening their copies of the News Herald
of Morzanton and the Hickory Dailv Record They
were joltad awake by headlines anpouncing the ar-
rest of an sllezed human oafficker in Morzanron.

- Yes, Virzinia, there 15 uunan wrafficking in Ameri-
ca — and p Nortk Carelins. And even locally.

_ For thic reason aronnd 50 Chrissnian men and
women filled the tables at Highlapd Avenus Res-
taurant in Hickory on August 13 for an “Anti-Hu-
man Trafficking Commumnity Action Forum. ™ They
were there, in the words of forum spezker Debbie Hancock “to bear about human
rafficking and be a part of the soluton. ™

Hancock is co-founder and execunve director of Compassion to Act (CTA) mn
Charlorte. CTA, per the organization’s website at compassiontoact.ampirepages.
com, connects mafficking victnms to resources within the Charlome arez. Ir also
operates Compassion Coftage, 2 long-term residential program for women 1€ and
over who have been vicums of buman wafficking and exploitation
The forum was orgamzed by the Hickory chaprer of Aglow Intemational, with 1ts
president. Par James, ar the belm. Aglow Intemational is a worldwide collabora-
non of “lighthouse™ zroups seeking to spread the kinzdom of Christ.

In additon to Hancock. speaking at the forum were: Japa Comer, Aslow
Intermanonal’s nmud-Atlantic regiopal coordinator for sborton recovery: Eileen
Miller of “Let Freedom Rinz " a prayer ministry against humanp mafficking: and
Bo Quickel. foundsr of Vigilants Truth. an orgamizaton dedicated o ending sex
slavery in the USA.

Connnuing ber speech Hancock described the steps by which maffickers in
Amenca racnut voung 2irls in order to market the girls as prosomires. The waf-
ficker begins by using “thoughrfl lines™ o lure a zirl who feels unloved and
unappreciared. These lines mclude: “vou're so beaunful™. “your mom just doesn't
understand you™, “let me buy you something.” Through this process, “he keeps

molding ber, and he’s making her
thupk that she loves him ... Most of
them believe that her mafficker 1s her
boyfriend and that he loves them. ™

Minors are napve.” she noted.
Many recruits are “girls who have
never been told they are premy
before.” They often have an absenr
father and feel “these men can be
fathers to them ™

Traffickers recruit girls o schools,
restaurants, homelass shelters, and
other places minors might be found,
she said “We had 2 gurl who would
meet her John 1o the library.”

“So how in the world do we stop
thus?” she asked the forum amendees.
“Here's what we do at Compassion 10
Act. We love to talk abour it, becanse
50 many peopls don't know.” As a
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nught see 2 sign of wafficking at a public area such as a restaurant.

Hancock shared how her conversation with a waimess led to a mafficking nip. A
month after the conversanon, Hancock reported, the waitmress called ber and said,
“ think I saw a girl that’s been trafficked.” The zirl. dressed in old clothes, had
come into the waltress’'s restaurant with an older man who called her his daughrer.
The zirl avoided eye contact, let the man do the ordening, and “dida’t sav any-
thing except what she wanted o eat.” The man asked about the closest airport. the
distance 1o Raleigh, and other informanion that indicared “he was oying to ship
her somewbers " Armed with credit card information obtained from the waimess,
Hancock was zble o alert authorities to the potennal mafficking.

Hancock urged fonun parncipants to watch for the signs of human mafficking
(These mclude, according to the Nanonal Human Trafficking Resource Canrer.
evidence of being conrrolled, signs of physical abuse, pot speaking on bher own
bebalf apd no formof ID )

She wzed attendees 1o take the munber of the National Human Trafficking Re-
source Center hotline “and put it tn vour phone. And any time vou see something
that 1sn't nghr, call. .. because that nught be the one thing law enforcement is
wanting to know.” (The mafficking botline munber 15 (888) 373-3888.)

CTA is also launclung 3 “Give 87 program that asks Supporters 1o commit
themselves to $8 a month to support the agency’s work. Many organizanons,
noted Hancock, depend on “big investors and big money.” But through the “Give
8" program. CTA 15 seeking to empower “all of us to do it rogether.” Supporters
can sizn up for the program oun the orgamization’s website, COMPAsSIONIOATT.OIE.

“This can change our world This can change our nanon,” she asserted.

Within ber speech Hancock described the smessfulness of ighting human mas-
ficking. “We want to quut sometimes . because we are fighting darkness.” And
the next spaaker, Eileen Miller, inroduced a prayer minisory formed to Sght the
darkness of rafficking through prayer

The nunistry, “Let Freedom Fing " sponsors praver from 7 am untl nudmght
on the 11th of each month. Participants prav for rafficking victims against mat-

fickers. and for the comumnmiry. Miller axplained.

“The ensmy likes to keep people in the dark. We say. “Wo more.”™ Miller said
Parmcipants pray that “God shines the powerful light of truth upon this subject.”

The closing speaker. Bo Quickel. affirmed the role of Miller's prayer numsoy
o belping ann-trafficking nunisters fight the darkness. 1 can tell you from some-
one who's wn the menches. We are in the darkest places that Satan’s playground
bas ever put together.”

“The reason we want to quit,” he elaborated, “ . 1s that we come under attacks
thar are so supernamurally demonizad, thar if vou'r2 not a believer that Satan wanrts
you dead, vou will b2 . . So we need people like Eileen with angel’s wings on
thair backs to stay steadfast forus.™

Quuckel is founder of Vigilante Truth, an orzanization dedicated to ending hu-
man rafficking by reanpg away ar the culmral roots that form men into pradators
and women into sex objecrs. Men, be asserted, become nanural pradators. They tell
“trophy stonies” abour sexual congquests and in other way: dehnmanize womsn.
Thus behavior is reinforced by television, and movies such as Pratry Woman,
which assumes that a man has a right to buy a woman for a week.

Women and girls, infiuenced by media and the culnure, value themsalves only
in rerms of beauty and sexual artractivensss, he said Thus is demonstrated by the
clothes hizh school zirls wear. “Why does the volleyball team ar your hizh school
wear, like, nothing Are you telling me they can’t wear basketball or zym shorts?”
And “a mother of 45 can
be seen weanng the same
things ber 16-vear-old
daughrer wears,” bhe con-
tinned. “Why. Lord, why?
Because the only value
that 2 voung girl recogmz-
es — and the mother recog-
izes - is the sexual value
that has besn indocminated
mto ber heart™

Men, Quuckel asserted.
peed to assume their God-
given role as protectors
of women, rather than as
predators. Men also need
to view women apd women need to view themselves, as priceless. To accom-
plish this, Quicka! promotes this concept on the Vigilante Truth website and the
speeches he delivers. at no charge. to local orgamzations.

Quuckel bas also begun speakmg to groups of high school promotng Value of
Women - or VOW — clubs. He rells the girls that God has placed mito females “a
spacial anoinnng, a special
gifting, a piece of His im-
age: and 1t's different o all
of you.”

He said he is pleased
to see that “the males
are starting to 20, 00,
because there are females
there.” Quickel seizes the
oppornuity to tell them
that “protecting the zirls is

U

Debbie Hancock tells abour Compazsion to Act's ¢f-
Jorts 1o rescue rafficked women in Chariorse.

the awesome thing to do,
SeCaUSe YoR 1< PIOtECTINE. Eilean Milier descridas how Let Freedom Ring battles
b _thmE PISPTCE o dark worid of human trgfficking through prayer

“I want to end wrafficking, so 1f I can get the females ro understand they 'r2
pricelass, thay will not be sasily mavipulated by, _all these thungs these suvs will
ger on social media and promise your 12- and 15-yvear-old daughrers.” When men
learn women are priceless, then when the men ralate to women, the men “:ee their
[the women's] pricelessness.”

Quuckel also described his undarcover efforts to reduce the “demand” side
of the human mafficking equation. He does this by working on the bearts of the
customers who purchase the services of a prostinite. To accomplish thus, “T like to
pose as a famale prosttute online on 2 website that 15 most prolific for prostitution
and mafficking

Quuckel said that through the website, he sets up appoinnments in motel rooms.
When the customers enter, “T tall them that I'm not law enforcement, and they're
rot being detained. Thev're free 1o leave any tme And then I explain to them that
they re acmally coming to rape a girl. which they don't understand.”

Prostiruton through 2 wafficker is rape. Quickel explainad. becanse the pimp.
vot the girl, recerves the money. The girls “are baing forced o commit a commer-
cial enterprise for free. That's whar slavery 15.”

“In all the mme ['ve bean doing this. only two men got up and left. Some of
them stay for hours ™ His purpose. be explained, is to heal. “We'va zot to changs
the men 1o there, because eack one of these men are broken ™

“We all want to epd mafficking.” Quickel asserted, in closing. “This 15 the way
we want to do it- Men, change your hearts, zet healed. and start protecting Real-
1ze wornen are priceless. Women realize the same thing. That's God's heart for
ij:.T
( Author’'s note: [ apologize that I was unable o include the remarks of Jana
Comer in this artcle. I am GPS-less, and failed ro maneuver successfully the
tangle of simularly-named streets in Hickory. I was, therefore, late o the forum,
and missed Comer’s speech.)

Marion Stephan is a Christian freelance writer and artends New Covenant Com-
munity Church in Marion.
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